vi	PREFATORY NOTE
her liking—with momentary impunity, while on the other hand the
ultimate consequences of this successful defiance of the League by a
Great Power were still hidden in the future.
Besides dealing with Far Eastern, German, and American affairs,
the present volume contains, among other things, an account of the
World Economic Conference of 1933 (which was perhaps both the best
attended and the least effective international gathering that had ever
been'held up to date); a narrative of that melancholy chapter in the
history of the World Disarmament Conference which ended in Ger-
many's withdrawing from the Conference itself and simultaneously
serving notice of intention to secede from the League; and a survey
of Latin-American affairs which brings up to date the international
history of one great region of the World which was last dealt with, in
this series, in the Survey for 1930.
In Latin America- at this time, the most prominent, and alarming,
feature in the landscape was the persistence of the Paraguayo-Bolivian
War in the Gran Chaco. If this war seemed portentous to the on-
lookers, that was not because it was particularly atrocious or particu-
larly contagious. Atrocious though it was upon any objective moral
standard, the atrocity was mild by comparison with the worst that
Modefn War had recently learnt to do; and the region in which it was
being fought was singularly remote and isolated. The portent lay in
the inability of the organized and concerted efforts of the rest of Man-
kind to bring this war between two small, weak, and ill-equipped
countries to a stop. A fire devouring mere heather and bracken on a
barren heath, which burns merrily away in spite of the exertions of the
neighbouring villagers to beat it out, may strike terror and dismay
into their hearts if their consciences remind them that their homes aro
stocked with explosives—accumulated for murderous gun-powder plot
of neighbour against neighbour—which may all be fired, at any
moment, by one single wind-blown spark.
In the writing of the several parts of this volume, the current
chapter of the history of the World Economic Crisis comes, once again,
from the'hand of Mr. H. V. Hodson. In the Far Eastern Part, the
chapters dealing with Internal Developments in China and Japan,
with the Course of the Sino-Japanese Hostilities, and with Russo-
Japanese Relations and the C.E.R. Crisis, have been written by
Mr. G. E. Hubbard—an expert, recently returned from the Far East,
to whom the writers of this Survey were already indebted, for a
nmnber of years past, for his valuable observations and criticisms of
their own drafts, before they had the advantage of securing the present
contributions from Mr. Hubbard's own hand. The chapter on the

